
An Account of the Britishijebu War of 1892:
Once upon a time, in the year 1892, a war like no other took place in the
history of Nigeria. This conflict, known as the Britishijebu War, marked a
significant turning point in the relations between the British colonial forces
and the indigenous people of Nigeria. The events that unfolded during this
war provide a fascinating insight into the power dynamics, strategies, and
cultural clashes that defined this turbulent era.

The Prelude to War:

The Britishijebu War was primarily triggered by the expansionist policies of
the British colonial administration in Nigeria. In their quest for territorial
control and resource exploitation, the British had progressively encroached
upon the lands traditionally owned by the Ijebu people, one of the major
ethnic groups in the southwestern part of the country.

The Ijebu, proud and fiercely independent, resisted the encroachments and
the attempts to impose British influence over their territory. The tension
between the two parties reached a tipping point, leading to armed conflict
and the outbreak of what would become known as the Britishijebu War.
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The Intensity of Battle:

The British colonial forces, armed with advanced weaponry and military
training, launched a full-scale assault on various Ijebu towns and villages.
Led by seasoned colonial officers, the British troops sought to overpower
the indigenous resistance through sheer force. However, they quickly
discovered that the Ijebu warriors were not to be underestimated.

The Ijebu warriors, despite lacking advanced weaponry, displayed
remarkable bravery and tactical brilliance in their defense against the
British forces. Using guerilla warfare strategies, they launched surprise
attacks, exploiting their knowledge of the terrain and utilizing their familiarity
with the dense forests and intricate network of rivers and swamps.

The British forces, accustomed to traditional European warfare, found it
difficult to adapt to the unconventional tactics employed by the Ijebu
warriors. This resulted in significant casualties on the side of the colonial
forces, forcing them to reconsider their approach and develop new
strategies to counteract the indigenous resistance.

The Cultural Clash:

One cannot overlook the cultural clash that permeated every aspect of the
Britishijebu War. The British colonial forces, driven by notions of superiority,
viewed the indigenous people as inferior and needing to be subdued. On
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the other hand, the Ijebu warriors fought with a fierce determination to
protect their way of life, culture, and ancestral lands.

This clash of cultures added an additional layer of complexity to the conflict.
It was a struggle not only for territorial control but also for the preservation
of cultural identity. The Ijebu people recognized that surrendering to British
rule meant relinquishing their autonomy and subjecting themselves to a
foreign influence that threatened their very existence.

The Aftermath:

After years of brutal fighting, the British colonial forces eventually gained
the upper hand in the war. The Ijebu people, exhausted and weakened
from years of resistance, had little choice but to succumb to the superior
military strength of the British Empire.

The aftermath of the war saw a significant shift in the power dynamics of
the region. The British consolidated their control over the territories they
had conquered, imposing their administrative systems and exploiting the
resources for their own economic benefit.

However, the legacy of the Britishijebu War lives on. It serves as a reminder
of the struggles faced by indigenous populations against colonial forces
and provides valuable insights into the complexities of power, culture, and
resistance. It stands as a testament to the resilience and determination of
the Ijebu people in the face of overwhelming odds.

The Lessons Learned:

Reflecting on the Britishijebu War of 1892 offers an opportunity to learn
from history. It highlights the importance of empathy, understanding, and



respect in interactions between different cultures. It reminds us of the
destructive nature of imperialism and the need for a more equitable
approach to international relations.

As we navigate the complexities of our modern world, it is crucial to
remember the lessons learned from the past. By acknowledging the
struggles of the past, we can work towards a future that is more inclusive,
tolerant, and just.
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In 1862, Britain was fed up with the attitudes of the Ijebus (in the western
part of Nigeria) who were preventing the British legitimate trade from Lagos
colony to the Yoruba hinterland. The Ijebus were closing their borders and
markets (Ejinrin and Oru markets) thus preventing British traders as well as
evangelists who were aggressively looking for proselytes to carry out their
activities, as well as achieving their objectives in Yoruba hinterland.
The Ijebus were persuaded and pleaded with to see reason but they were
adamant. Britain threatened to use force, the Ijebus called their bluff, thus
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Britain attacked the Ijebus in a war known as the Britain/Ijebu expedition of
1862. The Ijebus were no match against the British superior fire power.
They were heavily defeated. The locals who saw the intensity of the fire
emanating from the British canons referred to the war as Operation
Danasungbo, (danasungbo means burning the bush).
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