
How Good Intentions And Bad Ideas Are
Setting Up Generation For Failure

Disclaimer: This article is not meant to discredit the efforts of individuals
trying to make a positive impact but rather to shed light on potential
unintended consequences that may arise from certain ideas or approaches.

The Dilemma of Good Intentions

The desire to improve society and create a better future for the upcoming
generation is a commendable endeavor. However, as history has shown
time and time again, good intentions alone are not enough to guarantee
success. In fact, in some cases, these good intentions can lead to
unintended negative outcomes that end up setting the generation up for
failure.
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The Role of Misguided Ideas

While good intentions provide the motivation, it is the ideas and strategies
implemented to achieve the desired goals that truly shape the outcome.
Unfortunately, not all ideas are created equal, and some may even have
adverse effects on the very issues they aim to solve.

One-Size-Fits-All Solutions

In an increasingly complex and diverse world, relying on one-size-fits-all
solutions can be detrimental. The unique challenges faced by different
societies and individuals require customized approaches that consider local
context and specific needs. Implementing generic solutions without proper
consideration can lead to a lack of efficiency and wasted resources,
ultimately hindering progress.

The Consequences of Overprotection
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While protecting the younger generation from harm is an understandable
instinct, excessive overprotection can hinder their development and ability
to face challenges. Sheltering children from failure and disappointment
deprives them of valuable learning experiences that build resilience and
problem-solving skills.

The Danger of Unrealistic Expectations

In a world obsessed with instant gratification and quick results, setting
unrealistic expectations can set the stage for disappointment and failure.
By overselling the ease and speed of achieving certain goals, individuals
may become disillusioned when faced with the inevitable obstacles and
setbacks that arise along the way.

The Downside of Participation Trophies

One controversial example of good intentions gone awry is the widespread
practice of awarding participation trophies. While initially intended to boost
self-esteem and encourage participation, these trophies have been
criticized for fostering a sense of entitlement and an unrealistic belief that
mere participation should be rewarded, regardless of effort or achievement.
This notion can create a generation ill-prepared for the realities and
demands of the real world.

Promoting Dependency Instead of Independence

Empowering the younger generation to become self-sufficient and
independent individuals is crucial for their long-term success. However,
certain well-intentioned policies and support systems can inadvertently
promote dependency rather than foster independence. An overreliance on



safety nets and handouts can hinder motivation, initiative, and personal
growth.

Balancing Support and Accountability

It is vital to strike a balance between providing necessary support and
holding individuals accountable for their actions. By strictly focusing on one
aspect over the other, we risk either creating a culture of dependency or an
environment lacking empathy. Emphasizing both support and accountability
ensures a healthy and sustainable approach to personal and societal
development.

Moving Forward with Improved Strategies

The road to progress is not without its hurdles and missteps. However, by
learning from the mistakes of the past and critically evaluating our ideas
and approaches, we can better equip the younger generation for success.

Encouraging Critical Thinking and Adaptability

The ability to think critically and adapt to evolving circumstances is crucial
in today's fast-paced and ever-changing world. By fostering these skills
early on, we can ensure that the younger generation has the tools needed
to navigate challenges and make informed decisions.

Good intentions are the foundation for positive change, but without careful
consideration of the ideas and strategies implemented, they can
inadvertently contribute to failure. It is essential to strike a balance between
support and accountability, avoid generic solutions, set realistic
expectations, and promote independence rather than dependency. By
doing so, we can pave the way for a generation that is well-prepared to
thrive in an increasingly complex world.
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Something is going wrong on many college campuses in the last few years.
Rates of anxiety, depression, and suicide are rising. Speakers are shouted
down. Students and professors say they are walking on eggshells and
afraid to speak honestly. How did this happen?
 
First Amendment expert Greg Lukianoff and social psychologist Jonathan
Haidt show how the new problems on campus have their origins in three
terrible ideas that have become increasingly woven into American
childhood and education: what doesn’t kill you makes you weaker; always
trust your feelings; and life is a battle between good people and evil people.
These three Great Untruths are incompatible with basic psychological
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principles, as well as ancient wisdom from many cultures. They interfere
with healthy development. Anyone who embraces these untruths—and the
resulting culture of safetyism—is less likely to become an autonomous
adult able to navigate the bumpy road of life.
 
Lukianoff and Haidt investigate the many social trends that have
intersected to produce these untruths. They situate the conflicts on campus
in the context of America’s rapidly rising political polarization, including a
rise in hate crimes and off-campus provocation. They explore changes in
childhood including the rise of fearful parenting, the decline of unsupervised
play, and the new world of social media that has engulfed teenagers in the
last decade.
 
This is a book for anyone who is confused by what is happening on college
campuses today, or has children, or is concerned about the growing
inability of Americans to live, work, and cooperate across party lines.
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