
Shortlisted For The Arthur Clarke Award 2020:
Celebrating Excellence in Science Fiction
The Arthur C. Clarke Award, named after the renowned British author and
futurist, is one of the most prestigious science fiction literary prizes in the
world. Each year, the award celebrates outstanding works of science fiction
literature, recognizing the ingenuity, creativity, and imagination of authors
whose novels captivate readers with their visionary ideas and thought-
provoking narratives.

As the shortlist for the Arthur C. Clarke Award 2020 is announced, the
excitement and anticipation among sci-fi enthusiasts reach new heights.
This year's shortlist comprises five exceptional novels that have pushed the
boundaries of the genre, exploring diverse themes, worlds, and
possibilities. Let's dive into the world of these extraordinary works of fiction
that have captured the imagination of readers and critics alike.

1. "The First Star on the Left" by Verity Holloway
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"The First Star on the Left" takes us on an enchanting journey through time
and space, blending historical fiction with elements of magical realism and
science fiction. Holloway's exquisite prose guides us through the lives of
four interconnected characters, offering a profound exploration of love,
loss, and the power of storytelling. This beautifully crafted novel challenges
our perception of reality and immerses us in a world where boundaries
dissolve and dreams come alive.

2. "The Memory of Souls" by Jenn Lyons
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In "The Memory of Souls," Jenn Lyons transports us to a captivating
fantasy realm filled with mythological creatures, ancient prophecies, and a
fight for the fate of the world. Lyons weaves together multiple timelines,
perspectives, and intricate plotlines to create an epic tale that keeps
readers on the edge of their seats. With its rich world-building, complex
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characters, and masterful storytelling, "The Memory of Souls" has carved a
special place in the hearts of fantasy enthusiasts.

3. "Empire of the Vampire" by Jay Kristoff

Jay Kristoff's "Empire of the Vampire" is a dark and compelling vampire
saga that reimagines the blood-sucking creatures in a thrilling and
introspective narrative. Through the eyes of Gabriel de León, a lone
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survivor in a world overrun by vampires, the reader embarks on a
treacherous quest for revenge and redemption. Kristoff's gritty writing style,
combined with his ability to create atmospheric settings, offers a unique
twist to the vampire genre, making "Empire of the Vampire" a book
impossible to put down.

4. "The Light Ages" by Seb Falk
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"The Light Ages" by Seb Falk takes us back in time to medieval England,
intertwining historical fiction with elements of magical realism and scientific
discoveries. Falk's meticulous research and eloquent prose bring to life the
story of a young apprentice, challenging societal norms and seeking
answers in the world of science. This captivating novel explores the
intersection of magic and science during a pivotal period in history, offering
readers a unique blend of genres and a fresh perspective on the human
thirst for knowledge.

5. "The Once and Future Witches" by Alix E. Harrow



Alix E. Harrow's "The Once and Future Witches" is a spellbinding feminist
tale that brings together history, folklore, and witchcraft in a mesmerizing
narrative. Set in an alternate New Salem during the suffragette movement,
Harrow's novel explores power, sisterhood, and the fight against
oppression in a world where magic is real. With its lyrical prose and
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evocative storytelling, "The Once and Future Witches" casts a powerful
spell on readers, igniting their passion for both fantasy and social justice.

The shortlist for the Arthur C. Clarke Award 2020 showcases the immense
talent and creativity within the science fiction genre. These five novels
embody the spirit of the award, taking readers on extraordinary journeys
and challenging their perceptions of the world. Whether you are a long-time
fan of science fiction or a curious newcomer, these captivating works are
sure to leave you enthralled and inspired.

As the countdown to the award ceremony begins, the excitement builds,
and literary enthusiasts eagerly await the announcement of the winner.
Regardless of the outcome, it is evident that these shortlisted novels have
already made a significant impact on the genre, proving once again that
science fiction continues to push the boundaries of imagination and
captivate readers' hearts.
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Humanity clings to life on a dying Earth in an epic, far-future science
fiction novel from an award-winning author.

The sun is bloated, diseased, dying perhaps. Beneath its baneful light,
Shadrapar, last of all cities, harbours fewer than 100,000 human souls.
Built on the ruins of countless civilisations, Shadrapar is a museum, a
midden, an asylum, a prison on a world that is ever more alien to humanity.

Bearing witness to the desperate struggle for existence between life old
and new is Stefan Advani: rebel, outlaw, prisoner, survivor. This is his
testament, an account of the journey that took him into the blazing
desolation of the western deserts; that transported him east down the river
and imprisoned him in the verdant hell of the jungle's darkest heart; that led
him deep into the labyrinths and caverns of the underworld. He will meet
with monsters, madman, mutants.

The question is, which one of them will inherit this Earth?
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An Alliance Reforged Sentenced To War
War has always been a backdrop for stories that captivate and inspire,
showcasing the triumphs and tragedies born out of the human spirit. In
the realm of fantasy,...

The Untold Story of Loss Guy Blaze: A
Rollercoaster Journey of Pain, Redemption,
and Hope
They say that loss is an inevitable part of life, yet it leaves scars that may
never heal. And in the midst of our grief, we often search for stories that
resonate with our...
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