
The Death And Afterlife Of Achilles: A Tale of
Immortal Glory and Eternal Legacy

When one thinks of ancient heroes whose names have transcended time,
Achilles undoubtedly comes to mind. Known for his prowess on the
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battlefield during the Trojan War, his fabled invincibility, and his tragic
demise, the story of Achilles is both awe-inspiring and haunting.

The Legend of Achilles

Achilles, the son of the mortal Peleus and the goddess Thetis, was
destined for greatness. From a young age, he displayed extraordinary
strength, speed, and intelligence. His mother, aware of a prophecy
foretelling his death in battle, attempted to make him immortal by dipping
him into the River Styx, which imbued his entire body with invulnerability,
except for the heel by which she held him.
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As a warrior in the Greek coalition against Troy, Achilles became the
archetype of heroism and invincibility. Armed with his incredible skill and
the invincible armor forged by the god Hephaestus, he became the terror of
the Trojan battlefield.
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It is said that in the Trojan War's tenth and final year, Hector, the greatest of
Trojan warriors, killed Patroclus, Achilles' beloved comrade. Consumed by
rage and grief, Achilles sought vengeance and single-handedly decimated
the Trojan army, culminating in his duel with Hector. Defeating the Trojan
prince easily, Achilles killed him in both triumph and rage.

However, the gods were not done with Achilles. Apollo, the god of
prophecy, guided Paris, Hector's brother, to shoot a poisoned arrow at
Achilles' one vulnerable spot - his heel. Thus, the mighty warrior fell, his
death marking the end of an era.

The Afterlife of Achilles

Although Achilles met a tragic end, his story did not conclude with his death
on the battlefield. In ancient Greek mythology, heroes like Achilles were
believed to continue their existence in the realm of the afterlife.

One of the most famous accounts of Achilles' afterlife comes from Homer's
Odyssey. In the underworld, the hero encounters the shades of departed
warriors and receives news that his son, Neoptolemus, has successfully
avenged his death and taken Troy. This revelation brings Achilles great
satisfaction, as he has learned that his legacy lives on through his son.

Furthermore, Achilles' death marked his transition into immortality. Legend
has it that his mother, Thetis, requested that his soul, or shade, be sent to
the islands of the blessed, where he could enjoy eternal glory and bliss.
This divine intervention ensured that Achilles' name would endure
throughout generations.

The Legacy of Achilles



Achilles' story and legacy have been celebrated in various forms
throughout history. From ancient Greek epic poems to modern-day novels
and films, his character has captivated audiences and inspired countless
interpretations.

In addition to his martial prowess, Achilles is depicted as a complex figure
grappling with questions of honor, fate, mortality, and the ethics of war. His
internal struggles and vulnerabilities have made him a symbol of
humanity's inherent flaws, reminding us of the consequences of unchecked
pride and unchecked rage.

Moreover, Achilles' tale serves as a cautionary reminder of the fleeting
nature of glory. Despite his physical invulnerability, Achilles ultimately meets
his demise, echoing the inevitability of death for all mortals. This bittersweet
realization lends poignant depth to his legend.

The Immortal Impact

The story of Achilles endures because it encapsulates the timeless
elements of heroism, tragedy, and the human condition. It serves as a
reminder that even the mightiest among us are not invincible, and that our
actions in life shape our legacy long after we are gone.

So gather around, for within the death and afterlife of Achilles lies a tale of
immortal glory and eternal legacy. Let his memory continue to inspire us to
strive for greatness, but also to remember our shared humanity and the
fleeting nature of our existence.
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Achilles’ death—by an arrow shot through the vulnerable heel of the
otherwise invincible mythic hero—was as well known in antiquity as the rest
of the history of the Trojan War. However, this important event was not
described directly in either of the great Homeric epics, the Iliad or the
Odyssey. Noted classics scholar Jonathan S. Burgess traces the story of
Achilles as represented in other ancient sources in order to offer a deeper
understanding of the death and afterlife of the celebrated Greek warrior.

Through close readings of additional literary sources and analysis of
ancient artwork, such as vase paintings, Burgess uncovers rich accounts of
Achilles’ death as well as alternative versions of his afterlife. Taking a
neoanalytical approach, Burgess is able to trace the influence of these
parallel cultural sources on Homer’s composition of the Iliad.

With his keen, original analysis of hitherto untapped literary, iconographical,
and archaeological sources, Burgess adds greatly to our understanding of
this archetypal mythic hero.
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