
The Discovery of Witches: The Enigma of
Matthew Hopkins
In the annals of history, there have been numerous individuals who have
captured the imagination, challenging our beliefs and pushing the
boundaries of what we thought we knew. One such enigma is Matthew
Hopkins, a name associated with the infamous witch trials that plagued
England during the 17th century. In this article, we delve into the story of
Matthew Hopkins, the man known as the Witchfinder General.

The Rise of Matthew Hopkins

Matthew Hopkins was born in Suffolk, England, in 1620. Little is known
about his early life, but it is believed that he came from a relatively wealthy
family. In 1644, at the age of 24, Hopkins burst into public consciousness
with his self-proclaimed mission to rid society of witches.

During this time, England was in the midst of civil war, and people were
looking for scapegoats to blame for the chaos and suffering they
experienced. Accusations of witchcraft became a convenient way to explain
the inexplicable. It was against this backdrop that Matthew Hopkins seized
the opportunity to exploit people's fears.
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With no official authority or legal training, Hopkins appointed himself as the
Witchfinder General, claiming to have acquired special knowledge and
skills to identify witches. Operating primarily in the eastern counties of
England, he traveled from town to town, conducting witch trials and
executing those he deemed guilty.

The Methods of the Witchfinder General

Matthew Hopkins employed various methods to extract confessions from
his victims. One of his techniques was the infamous "swimming test," in
which the accused would be tied to a chair and thrown into water. If they
floated, it was believed that they were witches, as water was seen as pure
and would reject evil. If they sank, it was considered a sign of innocence,
but often resulted in drowning.

Another method used by Hopkins was the "pricking test." He would search
for the "witch's mark" on the accused person's body, an alleged spot that
was said to be insensitive to pain. Using a long needle, Hopkins would stab
the suspect until the mark was found. If the accused didn't bleed or showed
no signs of pain, they were deemed witches.

Hopkins also utilized sleep deprivation as a means of extracting
confessions. He would deny the accused of sleep for extended periods,
believing that witches would have consorted with demons during the night
and would therefore be unable to resist sleep.

The Fallout
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The reign of terror unleashed by Matthew Hopkins came to an end in 1647,
just three years after it began. By then, he was responsible for the deaths
of approximately 300 alleged witches. His methods and actions, however,
had begun to arouse suspicion.

As opposition grew, Hopkins faced increasing criticism and scrutiny from
both the public and the legal establishment. Doubts were cast upon the
legitimacy of his methods, and many began to question his true motives. It
is believed that financial gain played a significant role in his actions, as he
received payment for every witch he convicted.

Eventually, Hopkins found himself facing the same accusations he had
once leveled at others. He was accused of witchcraft and faced trial by
ordeal, a test he himself had used on countless others. However, he died
before the trial could take place, leading to speculation that he may have
poisoned himself to avoid facing justice.

Legacy and Controversy

The legacy of Matthew Hopkins is one shrouded in controversy. Many
condemn him for the lives he destroyed and the innocent blood he shed.
Others argue that he was merely a product of his time, exploiting the
widespread belief in witchcraft for personal gain.

Regardless of one's perspective, Hopkins' story serves as a cautionary
tale, reminding us of the dangers of intolerance, fear, and the abuse of
power. It reminds us that in our quest for justice, we must always ensure
that we do not become the monsters we seek to destroy.



The enigma of Matthew Hopkins, the Witchfinder General, captivates us
still. His story serves as a reminder of the darkest corners of human history,
where superstition and paranoia can lead to unimaginable atrocities. May
we learn from the past and strive to build a future where such horrors are
never repeated.
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