
The Hidden World Below: The Whispers Under
Ground - Rivers of London
The "Whispers Under Ground" is the third novel in the popular "Rivers of
London" series by English author Ben Aaronovitch. Set in modern-day
London, this thrilling urban fantasy explores the city's hidden secrets,
particularly its extensive network of underground rivers that flow beneath its
surface. In this article, we will dive deep into the rich world created by
Aaronovitch, discovering the mysteries, historical significance, and
captivating mythology of the rivers that whisper beneath the bustling streets
of London.

The Intriguing Journey Begins

When PC Peter Grant, a young Metropolitan Police officer and apprentice
wizard, gets assigned to a baffling murder case in the underground tunnels
of London, he quickly realizes that there is far more to the city's
underground than meets the eye. As he delves deeper into the
investigation, Grant uncovers a hidden society of mythical creatures,
ancient gods, and magical beings intertwined with the history and
geography of London's rivers.
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Unlocking the Mythology of London

The rivers of London play a central role in the series, each with its unique
characteristics and connections to different supernatural beings. The
Thames, for example, is described as the King of Rivers, embodying the
spirit of the city itself. On the other hand, the Fleet, a lost river mainly
located underground, is associated with dark secrets and dangerous
magic. Aaronovitch weaves together ancient folklore and modern urban life,
blending fantasy and reality seamlessly.

The Historical Significance

As Grant navigates the rivers both figuratively and literally, readers also
embark on a journey through London's history. The author expertly
integrates real historical events and locations into the narrative, making the
city itself a character in its own right. From Roman Londinium to the Blitz
during World War II, the rivers witnessed countless stories, and through
Aaronovitch's writing, they come alive with extraordinary tales waiting to be
discovered.

The Underground Streams of Power

Beyond the enchanting blend of history and fantasy, "Whispers Under
Ground" explores the complex power dynamics of the magical world. The
rivers, being conduits of magic, hold immense power and influence,
coveted by different factions within the supernatural community. Grant finds
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himself caught in the middle of this struggle, navigating intricate alliances,
and facing dangerous adversaries to protect the delicate balance between
the mortal and magical realms.

The Impact on the Rivers: Environmental Perspective

Besides the magical aspect, the series addresses an environmental issue
close to many hearts: the pollution of London's rivers. Aaronovitch sheds
light on the ecological challenges faced by these hidden waterways,
emphasizing the need for their preservation. By intertwining this message
into the narrative, he raises awareness about the real-life problems
affecting urban rivers, creating a sense of urgency to protect these natural
wonders.

The Success and Legacy

The "Rivers of London" series has gained a devoted following since its
inception, captivating readers with its unique blend of crime, fantasy, and
dark humor. The vivid descriptions, memorable characters, and intricate
plots have set the series apart, solidifying its place within the urban fantasy
genre. With a vivid imagination and deep understanding of the city's
identity, Ben Aaronovitch has succeeded in creating a universe that
Londoners and fans from around the world can truly immerse themselves
in.

As readers delve into the "Whispers Under Ground," they are transported
to the hidden depths of London, where the rivers hold secrets, magic flows,
and the allure of the unknown beckons. Ben Aaronovitch's masterful
storytelling and detailed world-building tantalize the senses, leaving
readers yearning for more adventures with PC Peter Grant as he navigates
the mysterious currents of the Rivers of London. Embark on this thrilling



journey through the captivating urban fantasy series and discover the
whispers under the ground that have captured the hearts of readers
worldwide.
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A WHOLE NEW REASON TO MIND THE GAP
 
It begins with a dead body at the far end of Baker Street tube station, all
that remains of American exchange student James Gallagher—and the
victim’s wealthy, politically powerful family is understandably eager to get to
the bottom of the gruesome murder. The trouble is, the bottom—if it exists
at all—is deeper and more unnatural than anyone suspects . . . except, that
is, for London constable and sorcerer’s apprentice Peter Grant. With
Inspector Nightingale, the last registered wizard in England, tied up in the
hunt for the rogue magician known as “the Faceless Man,” it’s up to Peter
to plumb the haunted depths of the oldest, largest, and—as of now—
deadliest subway system in the world.
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At least he won’t be alone. No, the FBI has sent over a crack agent to help.
She’s young, ambitious, beautiful . . . and a born-again Christian apt to
view any magic as the work of the devil. Oh yeah—that’s going to go well.
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